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April 2025 

PARTNERSHIPS 
Paul, one of our storytellers from Poole, visited Ghana this month 

and connected with another TBT storyteller, Pastor Francis Opoku 

and his ministries. Paul was able to deliver some training and a 

Truth Be Told session to the team, whilst sharing his skills, wisdom 

and stories from his own experience. 

 

 

 

 

Current Groups Running 
April Highlights:  
 

This month Storyteller Jill 

from Dorchester, tells us 

how excited the residents 

were to see the children 

again after a short break.  

A new song, ‘The wise man built his house upon a rock’, 

was introduced this term and it was wonderful to see how the children remembered the words and sang and 

performed the actions.  

Jill tells us that one of the residents who doesn’t usually participate in the group, was doing 

the actions to ‘head, shoulders, knees and toes’. 

In Christchurch, Sophie shared with us how lovely it was to see older friends Lynn, Les, Erica 

and Doreen engaging with the children and playing with balloons during the session. She 

also shared a favourite moment when she was able to share Jesus in the Easter story, and 

how precious it was to hear some of the older friends joining in singing to ‘Jesus loves me’.  

Sophie tells us that there has been lots of fun, engagement, joy 

and happiness in the care home and an opportunity to have 

some great conversations with the older friends about their 

experiences of lambing season. 

Storyteller Fran tells us that one of her favourite moments of participation in Pontesbury 

this month was when she handed out foliage to the children and older friends and they 

waved them during her Palm Sunday story. There were many moments of singing and 

reminiscing of days gone by. 

Average 

attendance

Total this 

month

Older Adults 13 102

Children 7 52

Parent/Child Carer 3 27

181

Moments of Confidence and 

Participation
2 32

8

Total

Sessions run in April
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In Sherborne this month, Yvonne shares with us that one of the older friends, who doesn’t 

usually engage, joined in with all the actions and songs and wanted the children to show her the 

items that they took out of the bag. 

Yvonne has also told us how everyone was excited to be back after the Easter break and how she 

shared the story of Jesus and how many of the residents were clearly moved. 

Jill from Dorchester told us that another older friend, who doesn’t 

usually attend the sessions, joined in and played the part of a 

character for the story, making everyone laugh at his comments. 

One of the residents, Margaret, told everyone, ‘We are valued’. 

When we sang, ‘he's got the whole world in his hands’, one lady kept echoing “That's 

right, he has!”. 

Another favourite moment in Christchurch this month, Sophie tells us how precious it was to watch little Ezra lay his 

head gently on the laps of residents when asked to give a little hug when he and the children were giving out 

stickers. The children delivered the stickers whilst saying ‘You are held’ to each person. 

In Poole this month, Paul tells us about the enthusiasm of the little ones when 

he opened the storyteller bag and they all descended on it like bees to a 

honey pot, excited to see what was inside. 

 

 

 

TBT ESOL 
April highlights 
 

This month we have had two TBT ESOL sessions run in Bournemouth and one session run in Taiwan. Overall, they 

have had 34 adults attending these sessions, 4 of which were older adults, and 23 children. At least 11 nations have 

been represented over this month including Kurdish, Afghani, Libyan, Egyptian, Albanian, Iraqi, Indian, Jamaican, 

Turkish, Taiwanese, Albanian and Singaporean.  

 

In Bournemouth, storyteller Karen shared with us that one of her favourite moments was when a shy little boy came 

to pick something from the pocket after his name has been called. With a smile on his face, he ran back to show his 

mum. Usually, he hides with his mum and doesn't want a turn.  

 

Another favourite moment was all the gasps of ‘wow’ as Karen brought out her 'rainbow' of scarves from her pocket 

during the story. There was lots of laughter and giggles as she 'coloured' different people with them, draping them 

over their heads. 

 

One little boy, about 18 months, ran over to Karen with a big smile to pick something from the bag. It was the first 

time he came over to me rather than me going to him. 

 

At the end of the session as they were leaving, the Mums said 'Bye teacher' or 'Thank you teacher' but the older lady 

in the room said 'Bye Sister, thank you sister'. This is the first time she has done this. 

 


