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March 2025 

PARTNERSHIPS 
Spring finally feels like it’s on its way! Rachel started the month by 

travelling to Preston to deliver an interactive storytelling workshop at the 

diocesan Children and Youth Workers Conference. It was wonderful to 

connect with so many people who have a heart to serve their local 

families.  

Gemma and Rachel travelled to Hereford at the end of the month for 

a full 2-day itinerary visiting Mum and toddler groups, an ESOL 

teatime club, a school, and a women’s refuge within the area. It’s 

exciting to have the Hereford Diocese as a partner.  

While there they were able to meet up with Paul from the 

Benefact Trust, who are not only our funders, but incredible 

supporters of all we’re doing.  

We now have 12 churches partnering with us to run the project and 18 individuals who 

have signed up to our Stories app. We look forward to hearing the impact each partner 

is having as they bring back belonging in their communities.  

 

Current Groups Running 
March Highlights: 
 

Paul and Julie from Poole 

shared with us one of 

their favourite moments 

of participation when they 

had a party theme. The 

story took them to Angola 

where they learned to do 

the KIZOMBA dance 

together.  

Two residents stood to join the dance and swayed holding hands. Little Lottie 

aged just 2, showed such confidence as she handed the stickers out to the 

older friends even though it was only her second visit. 

 

Another favourite moment for Paul and Julie this month was singing ‘baa baa 

black sheep’ together and playing a game of ‘hide and sheep’. 

Hiding two sheep, under a chair and in an older friend’s lap, to 

later be found by very excited children.  

 

 

Average 

attendance

Total this 

month

Older Adults 12 239

Children 6 124

Parent/Child Carer 4 82

445

Moments of Confidence and 

Participation 12
81

20

Total

Sessions run in March
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In Dorchester, storyteller Jill tells us that that there have been wonderful moments of 

participation with many residents joining in with the singing, actions and repeating 

sentences in the stories. ‘Run, run as fast as you can, you can't catch me I'm the 

gingerbread man!’. The children spontaneously joined in with the Gingerbread man story 

and joined the chase as different animals. 

 

It was lovely to see three children independently walking around to the older friends to 

find their matching jungle snap cards. 

 

A favourite moment for Jill was hearing the older friends excitedly talking in anticipation 

among themselves about the children arriving for the session. Then seeing their faces 

when they eventually arrived!  

Hearing and watching the children and residents joining in with ‘Yes Jesus loves me’. 

 

 Yvonne from Sherborne tells us how excited the children have been coming into 

the sessions and that the residents have been just as excited to see them arrive. 

One of her favourite moments this month was hearing everyone repeating the 

truth ‘I am held ‘and then extending it to ‘Jesus holds me’. 

 

In Wales, storyteller Shan tells us that as an older resident was going to take her 

seat, she started dancing with her walker... Shan put the song ‘This little light of 

mine’ on and danced with her holding her hands...then another adult decided to 

join in. Shan shared how much joy and a sense of belonging there was in the room during the 

sessions.  

 

In Christchurch this month, Sophie has shared how everyone seemed to enjoy been given 

Truth stickers at the end of the session and they love watching and engaging with the children. 

One of the little children brought along a book to share called ‘You choose’ which brought 

about great conversations in the room with children and older 

friends alike. 

 

Jessica, one of our storytellers who runs sessions in a local Bournemouth toddler 

group, shared how excited the children were to see what toys were in the bag and how 

the parachute and stickers have been a highlight for them. One of her favourite 

moments was seeing how the parents have begun to form a supportive community 

among themselves.  

 

Pat, one of the residents from Poole, was so delighted when the parachute came  

out and began singing ‘yes Jesus loves me’. A little girl Lottie was running in and out under 

the parachute and Pat said, “This is wonderful”. 

 

In Christchurch, when Sophie asked for an example of a slow form of 

transport, little Emelia replied, "a traffic jam!". 
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TBT ESOL 
March highlights 
 

This month we have had four TBT ESOL sessions run in Bournemouth and one ESOL session run in Taiwan. Overall, 

have had 58 adults attending these sessions, 7 of which were older adults, and 36 children. At least 11 nations have 

been represented over this month including Turkish, Taiwanese, American, Jamaican, Chinese, Egyptian, Kurdish, 

Albanian and Singaporean.  

 

In Bournemouth, storyteller Karen shared with us that one of her favourite moments was when one young boy told 

her about all his favourite food, ‘I like jelly, sausages and ice cream’.  

During the morning, a Chinese lady with minimal English, joined in with saying 'hello' or 'good morning' in their own 

language for the first time showing such confidence. 

 

Another favourite moment was seeing the joy on one little boy’s face and hearing his excited giggles when the 

parachute and bubbles came out. He is about 18 months old and is slowly joining in with more with each session. 

 

Our storyteller Miriam in Taiwan, tells us that it was wonderful to see lots of the same children again and all showing 

much more confidence. One boy who was quite shy last time, came to get some of the animals this time and joined 

in with the songs and story at the end. The parents were also less reserved this time and there was lots of laughter 

as they joined in the actions and songs. 

 

Miriam translated the Truth into Chinese and repeated it throughout the session. Many of the children including the 

adults remembered it and proudly repeated it as she gave them their stickers. Lydia, aged 2, kept saying “I am 

found”. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


