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APRIL 2024 
New Partner Churches 
Following the Easter holidays, Gemma and Rachel travelled up to Norfolk 

for the One Big Day Conference where Gemma led a workshop on 

Bridging the Generational Gap. We also had a stall to introduce Truth Be 

Told to the delegates. It was wonderful to speak to church leaders and 

children and families’ workers about Truth Be Told and how we might be 

able to help equip them to reach their communities.  

 

In addition to this we had a lovely meeting with a local care home 

company in Dorset about how we might be able to help them to get 

connected to local churches. 

 

Current Groups Running 

 

April Highlights: 

One little girl in Bournemouth enjoyed sharing her book (hungry caterpillar) with one of the older residents, which 

was also enjoyed by a couple of other residents nearby. 

Yvonne saw Theo, who hasn’t been for a few weeks due to illness, run straight to Roy, his 

favourite resident. 

Faye had some new older friends join in for musical statues “Old McDonald” including the 

animal noises with great gusto! 

 One lady who is normally seated stood up for the parachute today. 

One child in Brockenhurst who was extremely shy at the beginning of the year, attached 

one of the props to her jumper and went round all the residents, chatting and talking 

about it. 

April-2024 Jul-23 Current 2026 Target

Partner Churches 9 11 30

Care Homes 9 10

Other Settings 1 6

In the Pipeline 13 13

Average 

attendance

Total this 

month

New 

moments of… Total

Older Adults 12 230 Confidence 87

Care Home Staff 1 29 Participation 106

Children 5 94

Parent/Child Carer 3 63

416

20Sessions run in April

Total
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There was new mum today from Gateway Church with her mum and a four-month-old baby, 

even though it was her first week, she passed her baby to an older lady who was really made 

up.  

Paul told us that at the beginning of their session they 

played balloon tennis with residents, almost everyone 

knocks the balloon into the air even the most quiet and 

sedate. Little Nicholas’ mum helped him join in by lifting 

him up to head a balloon and play tennis with the 

residents. This was special as he is deaf and doesn’t always 

know what’s happening. 

At Woodpeckers one child was belly laughing with a 

resident as she pretended to chase after her - she was being Superman and the resident 

was pulling faces and using her arms in mock catch. 

In Surrey, Sue had a lovely time hearing everyone’s memories of winning races.  

Tina in Poole was super keen to be a scarecrow in our trip to Canada! She wore the hat with 

pride. 

Karen had one resident who has been sad and withdrawn since a good friend of hers passed 

away. Recently though, whilst sad and withdrawn to begin with, she brightens considerably 

when the children come in, and even more when the music starts, joining in with the songs 

and story and sharing (and playing up!) her fear of spiders. 

In Christchurch, residents have been having a wonderful time. Avril has been much more 

settled, she has stayed in the session and not been so restless, instead she has been 

chatty and engaged, she really enjoys the songs. Celia loves watching children play, is 

keen to hold their hands and receive any hugs on offer. Christine loved wearing her 

pirate eye patch! 

In Longham, Faye had a couple of the residents feeling particularly sad or agitated whilst 

setting up. However, during the session they were smiling, singing & joining in. At the end 

of the session, Faye asked how they were & one smiled with tears in her eyes & the other 

said “much better!”. 

Jill had a reminder that appearances can be deceptive when she had a gentleman who appeared to be asleep, but 

on watching his lips saw that he was singing along to Jesus loves me. 

At the end of the story at The Aldbury, Paul asked if anyone would like to have Jesus as 

their friend, and four hands were raised!  

Mel had a lovely time watching the residents flap the parachute whilst the children tried to 

keep four blow-up globes on it and the residents seeing how high they could bounce them 

off! 

In Dorchester one lady said how she loved being reminded of the bible stories she had 

heard when she was a child and just wished that she and her friends could have had the 

colourful stickers that we give out today! 
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In Sherborne, a favourite resident, Marie, sadly passed away. Her family came to share in 

one of our Truth Be Told sessions and one of the mums organised flowers from all of us 

and handed them over.  

Marie’s son, Alan, knew all about the children because his mum had spoken about our 

weekly sessions so much. Alan said that “TBT had been a large part of Marie’s life.” 

TBT ESOL 
This month we had four TBT ESOL sessions run in Bournemouth and Birmingham. We had 

99 attendances at those sessions representing at least ten nations.  

 

Within these groups, there has been a growth in confidence as those attending have become more familiar with the 

songs, in one case they started to sing ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ before the music had started! The children 

have also grown in confidence and will happily take props from the bag and often come to Karen, one of our 

storytellers, for cuddles and to sit on her lap during the session.  

 

In our Bournemouth group we’ve seen some of the ladies, who attend an afternoon English class, arrive early in 

order to attend the TBT session. One lady from Argentina is also keen to attend church on a Sunday morning.   


